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No. 5. HOPE MEDICINE FOR PEOPLE AROUND THE WORLD · . · 
news that the family and associates of the late Dr. William Walsh intend to k • It is _indeed good 
heart's closest desire -- the Hope and Hope Ship endeavor. eep gomg his 

His life's story needs telling. I was shopping around for a doctor in a new town and 
s?me one su~gested Dr. Walsh -- perhaps becau~e he was young and a veteran also. I found 
him most satisfactory and w~ ?ecarne personal fne~ds ~ well as ~actor and patient. In fact, 
we ~ould_forget to talk medicme as I exchanged with him all my tidbits from the politics from 
Capitol Hill where I was a reporter. He loved to talk politics. 

But I_ was sll!Prised to find o~ one v~sit that hew~ be~ding closely to the Republican 
party. I_c~u~1oned him about becommg partisan. He derued this and I believed him until I went 
m an adJ01rung office to take off my clothes for the usual examination and found behind a door 
a two foot high stack of political booklets aimed at winning Republican support for his 
endeavor. 

William Walsh was unusual in that he entered the practice of medicine after WW II 
m?re interested in his public service than in his own practice. He wanted to get a surplus U.S. 
ship and carry U. S. doctors for temporary duty to foreign lands, equipped with needed 
medical gear and supplies so that they could berth at one country and set up medical treatment 
for the very needy in foreign lands without going ashore. 

He had the nerve to go down to the White House and ask President Eisenhower for 
such a ship. And amazing as it was to his friends, he got it. Immediately he went into 
business. He could persuade doctors to volunteer to leave their regular duties for weeks or 
months at a time to work on the ship in foreign lands. He also needed money and asked for 
donations. 

I remember the time when he was summoned to the Mayflower Hotel by U.S. Senator 
Price Daniel of Texas. Dr. Walsh's eyes glistened as he thought of all that Texas oil money. 
He went to the Senator's room for a chat. He came back so disappointed that he walked up to 
me, waiting for the result, practically in tears. "Oh, Sarah, I thought we were making out just 
fme until he asked me 'Now, Doctor, what is your religion and what is your politics?' I had to 
tell him the truth, that I was a Catholic (the Senator was a well known Baptist) and a 
Republican. I guess I will get nothing now." 

But William carried on most successfully bringing medical help to the deformed, the 
sick, the wounded, those with terminal cases, the malnourished. 

Then one day I called up for an appointment and was told that William Walsh w~ no 
longer going to practice medicine. He was going to devote his full time to the Hope proJe~t. ~ 
felt very much alone but I could understand and applauded him. Thus h~, wo'.ked ~ard until his 
death. Now T am very grateful that his people have elected to keep on with his Pro_1ect Hope. 
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NO. 6. WHAT IS PRESIDENT CLINTON'S PLAN FOR THE COUNTRY? He told 
about it at a Democratic National Committee dinner on June 16. 1997. 

"In 1992 when I ran for President I had an idea that we could make this c_ountl)' work 
again if we could liberate ourselves from kind of trnditional political bat~lcs and thmk =~ta , 
what we wanted the country to look like in the 21st century and then thmk backward ) • 



" 
"\\'t>ll, what would I h_ave to do t~ ge_l it tha! way~" Do~ 't ~ay in the_ first instance, 'Wc!l , you 
can ' t do both those thmgs. They re mcons1stent. Just ask yourscll, what would you ltke our 
country to look like in the 21st century'? 

"And I wrote a little answer down, and I have said it a thousand limes since then. And 
i:verv single day I think about it. I want my country to be a country where the American dream 
of opportunity.is alive for every person, not)~s.t _some .. ~ want ~ll citizens to be ~ood , 
responsible c1t1zens and assume the respons1b1ltt1es of cll1zenship. l want the Umted States to 
lead the world for peace and freedom 20, 30 years from now, just like we are today. And I 
want us to live together as one community where we respect, we even celebrate our 
differences, but we're bound together as Americans. 

"Now, those are the things I want. And I wrote it down over 5 years ago, and I've 
stuck with it ever since. Way back in 1991, before I made the decision to run for President, J 
said -- nearly 6 years ago, now -- I said, 'No point in me running unless I've got a better 
reason than I'd like to live in the White House.' [Laughter] What will I say when people say, 
'What do you want to do? Why are you doing this?' And every single day I think about it." 
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Mcclendon News Service 
Attention: Sarah Mcclendon 
2933 28th St. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

USA2Q 

I, ,1, Ill,, ,II, 11 I I, 11111l11, II,, 1, I I, .. 11.1 .. 1, ,II, .. 11, .. 1,11 

June 25, 1997 
.. 

Just finished your interesting~. PRESIDENT, 
MR. PRESIDENT. Since I am 77 I have lived 
through all the presidents you mentioned. 
I thought you had a very accurate assessment of 
all of them. I liked what your wrote about 
President Clinton. 

I told all my college age relatives to read the 
book. The book can help in their education!!! 

lZ. ► 



Till, \\"fllTE liOUSh 

l\'ASll11'CTON 

September 9, 1997 

Ms. Sarah Mcclendon 
Mcclendon News Service 
Suite 215 
3133 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008-5104 

Dear Sarah: 

Thanks for your supportive note and for the copy 
of your nursing homes editorial. I'm glad that 
you are making yourself heard on this important 
topic. Our nation has an obligation to care for 
older Americans and others in need, and I share 
your commitment to this vital task. 

As always, I appreciate your ideas and insights. 
Thanks for writing. 

Sincerely, 
I 
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'ARAl:I l\1l'(:LENDON'S \VASHINGTON 
.HJJ Connecticut A \t' ll1te, . '. \\' , Suite 215 
\\' 3 hlngton, D.C. 20008-5104 
Tel. (20.2) 483-j791, ~83-7918 1 FAX ~~28-I!H8 

August l4, 1997 

Ry Sarah t\tcf'lendon 

Washington . D.l' -- Ho\\',, large part of the": nursing home mdu,try m the United 
States is inflktmg a stai \ au, ,n 1.ltel on ll~ inmates a, we- II :1s hcd ,ores. unchanged lmen and a 
minimum of nursin~ care h." up to now rnmained undi •, h),tlc1 b.-ca11se the elderly do oot talk 
.,tiout this 11,·hen their 1elati..,,e, v1,it 

An 82-yeM-old woman. Virginia Ml!rrill. Santa Cn,z. ('al.if used a tom muscle in her 
leg a~ an excuse to live in$ide a nur~ing home long enough to explore what was happening to 
quiet oldstus m whac shr l<' nns these "de 11th camps." She 1.; now c0nvinced that many nursing 
homes -- of course not all -- are charging $300(! a month, rnoce or le~s . for patients yet arc 
,1dmi111stermg such nummal care I hat the system lead.~ to misery in bed and earlier death than 
110m1al She withheld the names of somt' homes she ha~ 1Mpec1ccl to avoid blame for staff 
b(l"ause the aides we1e paid ~o little and forred to Wl1rk such long hours that they could not 
provide- the top-ranking care the patients deserve.cl. For example, in one place. she found two 
nurSt}S for 92 patients. This desplle the fact the Health Serv1r~s office of the Department of 
Health and Humao Service, daim, now that a law passed m 1ec~nt years specifics bow many 
patients must be assigned to one mnsc. 

Mrs MelTlll frel.~ that regulations prescnbing standards u! care are not enforced 
.,!though federal and slate regulations ai-011nd. Other ohservc1s fault govem1nent bureaucrats 
with not knowing what actually goes on m nursing hqmes V1s1ting doctors. she says, sitar 
the nurse's desk, read the chaits a11d w11te 'continue care'" 

Mrs. M<'n ill, who organized groups of cillzens to ~cc-k improvements in the situati_on 
and who is busy following court mil~ that have resultt"d from 111 treatments, calls the nursing 
home situa11ons "a national srandal " 

Thus I used this tc1111111 ask.mg President Brit Clinton at a 1cccnt press conference bow 
the govemme-nt can ownum 1lm hifhly scri011s s1tua110n Much to my ~urpns~. ht: c prc~~d 
knowledge of the need anJ ,J1tl that tht' Dt.pnrtmcnt 0f Health and Human Services 1s now 
worktng on !hf. matter and th:H 111 about three \I. eek, ! • ,. , I" ·1, to make ,ome announcement 
about meeting tht' prohlem H1, 11:ply madt~ me ,e,~ b, , l'.• Jn,I ,urpnsed Mrs. Memll while 
many in the public thanked 111e t,,r a,k,ni- th.it q11<'st 1< i1 

Here are mn,e of the c<H1d1tion, v. hich Mr~ ~frrnll found in her thorough 
"mvcst1g1uion~n of what 1~ happening m nursing home~ 

Sbe ha~ many death 1.·nt1fic.:a1e~ from 100 Callfo1111a nur~mg h mrs which ~how deaths, 
f1b1;1 $larva11cm. ma!nu1111ion dehydration , 1?n11I f.iilur,· du,' 10 la •k of.water, fracturt.5,ofman 
d,fterent bones, legs, arm,, pclvi,, concus ion fa)m fall~ \\h1•n these teeble peopk ti) to go to 
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ihe b:ithroom by lh<"·:n r.lvl" :'Ir try t() make it to ti,t' dining, room for their tood. Such fractu, ~ 
,nult m thl' patient l">t' nn1111t totally ht-ctuddcn wtule 11,v lluc,, heal 'J hey then att ignoicd, 
havt: no chaugwg ot i,u,1t1um w b.:ll, a111l ~1.Vir, Jl·,·cl ,,, pn,•11monia and die. 

Nursrng 11~•111\:'~ cliM!l,C pa11e111s li1uuhe, l•.11 1I I.in, ,1dli1liun.:il alll'ged services. Mrs. 
Merrill ~ay<,,the nursmg liome~ C h:ugt: for W,llking t •,1\Ieri1 (,) 11w haihroom or dining area, 
calling th1$ phr1,al thcrar'Y I hey hill for <l1c~s1 1. 1! •· I ,1Ic,,r, f,,r bringing in carts, tor 
medications. "False cha1llll!' 1n IIumng horm:, JS tl. .. 1.f irl< . • ~he says. Such chargei. 
add gte.atly to tht' profit, · •f l 1.,., ncr~ 

, 
Bt'<l~ort', are J frC"1.JUr11· !ind ~OITit' of tht' ~~ ,ut- \•> large: a~ lo .:n:ible one to see the 

bone One patient had maggo1s 111 Iler bedsore It !.1 ►. e, :..i h:.>ms for maggots to develop, 
proving that there wa, no lr<'atm.-nt d11nng that time I tu~ t c1.,e was taken 10 court and a fine of 
$'.24,000 assessed but the fine wa~ c1ppt•aled "Stdlr L1l ... mlll;, and C•rt,f, ··t10n agreed with the 
facility, that maggots may be bcnl'frcial to wound l.rC'al111enl.' sc1ys .. .ternll. "Show me the 
phys1cian'5 order~ for maggut\ ... Yet the tine w ... , di,nH~\,d ~. , ·, .. tl 1t1es," 

Another fine w.;s dirn1;~~t·J f11r dropping a pati~nt fN11 fret from a hoyer lift wtu.le 
transferring her from her bed to the wheel chair r1ne d1~1nis~cd wlt~n U en5ing and 
Certification said the Patient "wa, old and had brittle bones .'' 

These nursi1\g hornt.'s often U\e t11e phrase "it's the patient'\ ta1ilt" and "they are old and 
prone to have the)e conrltinm." 

The death records obtained by Mrs. Menill in CaJ1forn1a cm·er only a few months of 
the ye.ar. "Cart you imagine tht:' Iota! nurnher of death\ Ql..t umng. due to this neglcc~. abuse ~d 
murder if we bad them all," ~hi' ~rud "Tunes this 11urnbt'r bv the numh.:r of states tn the union. 
We have long surpass~d th~ numhc-r ot Jews Huie, tc,11nycd Yes, 1t 1, happening across thi~ 
cnuntry. I can get you in touch with advocates fron • ,tvaal diffe1enr '1dtt",, tbe stories are the 
safne" 
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June 29, 2000 

Ms. Sara Mcclendon 
Suite 201 
1901 North Moore Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22209-1706 

Dear Sara: 

Happy 90th Birthday! Hillary and 
I send our very best wishes for health 
and happiness in the coming year. 

Sincerely, 

Bill CLINTON fa 

BC/DC/DWB/lac (Corres. #7247737) 
PlOO 

/c: Jenni Engebretsen, lFL/WW 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

THE PRESIDENT 
THE FIRST LADY 

Ann Stock 1\S 
July 1, 1997 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Sarah McClendon wanted me to give you a copy of her new book Mr. President, Mr. 
President! She personally inscribed one to each of you. 

I thought you might like to have it for reading over the July 4th weekend. 





r 
:1h McClendon r:• . 

13 3 connect1.cut Ave. NW 
#215 
washington, DC 20008 

October 25, 1997 

The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I 

Please join us in honoring homeless women veterans by attending 
the dedication of their new· home. The ceremony will be beJd at­
the National Press Club on Friqay, November 7 from 5:30pm to 
i: 30pm. 

There are two homes for homeless veterans, one for men and one 
for women, located at 3504 and 3506 16th Street, NW. Both are 
to be called The Sarah Mcclendon House. 

The homeless women veterans staying at The Sarah Mcclendon 
House will receive the benefits of housing and food for them­
selves and their children, medical care, counseling and job 
training. This will give them a chance for a completely new 
life. 

This project is a non-profit organization funded by money 
from the Department of Housing and Urban Development. It is 
also sponsored by the Chesapeake Health and Education 
Association, a subsidiary of the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and the Combined Federal Campaign #7603. 

We will appreciate it very much if you can find time in your 
busy schedule to appear at this event. This letter serves as 
your official invitation. 

Sincerely, 

~ ."all · #(c~ (te4ud'°P-✓c / U--
/Ji~rah Mcclendon 

H. 483-3791 or 
483-7918 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 5, 1994 

Sarah Mcclendon 
3133 Connecticut 
Washington, o.c. 

Dear Sarah: 

Avenue, N.W. 
20008 

\ 

Happy 84th Birthday! Hillary and I hope you 
have a wonderful day, and we wish you good 
health and much happiness in the year to come. 

Sincerely, 





McClcndon Nows 1.: orvico, Inc. (Since 1946) 

o.rnh M 'lenckm's Wa.,hington Report • New, Correapornl.ent • Syndicat,•d Columniat • lladio•TV New,ccu,tP.r, /,ecturi:r 
3UJ3 Cwm,•clicut Aue., N W .. Suite 215, Washington, D.C. 20008 • Telephone (202) 48,1-3791 . Fax (202) rffltl,7{Uj 

')J.8 \818 

Re Ge ne r a l Erle Coc ke 

Thi s very honorable and highly experienced man could help you 
on ma ny s ubJects as an advisor . 

He has been interviewed a time or two, I bei i eve , by your 
pers onnel s tatt tor appontment as a Baptist to the Vat i can a t er 
Ambassador Flynn leaves, which I think may be soon . 

Er l e Cocke ot Washington,D. C., was the youngest man ever to be 
a national commander ot the American Legion. He was a prisoner 
ot war , a wounded veteran. He is on the advisory committee of the 
American Legion today. At times he has been an analyst at 
national Democratic conventions tor British Broadcasting. 

He was an advisor to Presidents Jimmy Carter and Lyndon Johnson . 
He once d i d some personal diplomatic work with North Korea . He 
is a loyal Democrat 

His father was head of the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporat i on. 

As an Eagle Scout he was invited by President Roosevelt to Warm 
Springs . 

He i s today an international investment banker 

I understand you two have not had a chance to talk. You can 
trust his advice . For your benetit, hope you two can get 
t ogether . 

) ? .,,v-.~ h-i '- (',u')., 
Sarah McClendon 
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esentative for the American Association for Retired Persons. She handles Social Security 
reJ;plemental Security Income and federal retirement systems for the Association. ' 

She says that Social Security is not in as much current danger as_has been painted for 
the public. SS, as it is known today, she tol? the Mc~lendo~ Group, will be functioning at 
least until 2007. She says ~e systeI? of Soc!al Secunty cames ~ver~ other_beneficiary 
programs for the citizen_ besides _social secun~. If people were mvest~ng their retirement. 
money privately they Illlght fall mto three factions: those who would mvest profitably with 
knowledge of stoc~, those wh? would i:iot invest i~ but spend the money now, and those who 
would become victims of unreliable advisors about investments. She suggests that people 
should keep the social security system as it ~ow exi~ts and in addition have their own separate 
retirement plan as well as governmental social secunty. 

--0--

NO. 3. THE MR. AND MRS. CLINTON ADMlNISTRA TION will be remembered 
in history for fixing national attention on children, on their education, grades, scholarship, 
teachers, health, insurance, hunger, parents, foster parents, home care, potential opportunities. 
On all of these the Ointons have focused national attention such as never before. Children are 
so much in the news now that one sometimes wonders if the Clintons have forgotten about 
adults. Don't they need major attention also? 

--0 --

NO. 4. THE REDEDICATION OF THE WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE STA TUE. The 
rededication of the statute commemorating women getting the right to vote was more than an 
artist's rendition of the heads of three outstanding women leaders in that fight That 
ceremony, held in the Capitol as the statue was brought forth from the basement after 75 years 
to be put in a place of prominence in the Rotunda, was to women a combination of their 
victory, so far, in achieving voting rights but also a symbol of what other rights the women 
yet hope to attain. Women came from all over the country. Many wore white as if it were a 
wedding day. Several wore costumes dating from the lives of Susan B. Anthony. Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott. There were frequent references in speeches made to 
mothers, grandmothers and great grandmothers. Relatives of those in the statue were 
recognized . . Ladies were asked for a show of hands if they had any connection with anyone 
who worked to get women the right to vote. When I was six vears old, 81 years ago. I went 
out wi~h my mother, Mrs. Annie McClendon. as she made suffragist speeches in neighboring 
towns m Ea-,t Texas to get women the right to vote. 

The interesting thing ~bout the statue and where it is placed now in the Capit~I i:- that it 
represents to women many different types of struggles. Jt immediately conjures up in the 
mmds of these wo1;1en, abuse of women, no equal pay for equal work with men, exual 
?arassment on the Job and ?lherwise, discrimination in Johs, ratings, accessibility, 
abando~ment o[ women ?-!th children by departing husbands, Jack of child support. lack ?f 
promouons_ on )Obs, m m1J11ary and in professional levels. exclusion of women from certam 
Jobs, organ,7,a~ions and opportunities for advancement. The very fact the statue is there is sure 
to become an mfluence for corrections of these ills in the future. I predict 11 wiJI become one 
of the most touched statues in the Capitol. 

-- 0 --
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